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BLACK ROCK PRIMARY SCHOOL 

2026 Parent/Carer Payment Arrangements 

YEAR 4  

 

Thursday 6th November 2025 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

As we approach planning for next year, Black Rock Primary School is excited about the opportunities ahead 
for teaching and learning. We wish to inform you about the voluntary financial contributions for 2026. 
 
Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the standard Victorian curriculum, and we want to 
assure you that all contributions are voluntary. While the Department of Education funds a standard 
curriculum program, there is a significant gap between this funding and what is required to deliver the highest 
quality education and support to our students. Parent contributions help bridge this gap and support our 
commitment to meeting the community’s high expectations for resources, facilities, and enriched learning 
experiences, which could not be provided without the financial support of the families whose children benefit.  
 
Please refer to the following attachments: 

• A one-page overview of the Department’s Parent Payments Policy is attached for your reference. 
• A letter from the School Council with more detailed information about the positive impact parent 

contributions have on learning and wellbeing initiatives and resources.  
• A full breakdown of arrangements and instructions on how to make your contribution.  
• Financial support and refund policy information.  

 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support and understanding. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

       

Sam Tyndall     Laura Anderson 
Principal     School Council President 

 

  



  

2 
  



  

3 
 

TOTAL 2026 PARENT PAYMENTS - YEAR 4 

Total  

Category Amount 

Curriculum Contributions (suggested amount) $349 

Other Contributions (suggested amount)  $350 

Other Contributions – TAX DEDUCTIBLE (suggested amount) $250 

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities  $20 

TOTAL $969 

 

Payment Methods 

Parent payments and contributions are made via the Compass portal through Course Confirmations/School 
Payments module in Compass. 

 

The Compass online payment portal will be open and accepting payments from Friday 5th December 2025. 

 

We would appreciate payment by Friday 30th January 2026.  

 

Parents may also choose to make payment contributions in three instalments on the following dates: 

Instalment 1 - By Friday 30th January 2026 

Instalment 2 – Friday 6th March 2026 

Instalment 3 – Friday 8th May 2026 

 

If you have problems accessing Compass, need assistance navigating the payment module or wish to organise 
a personalised payment plan for 2026, please contact the school office on 9598 2293 prior to the end of the 
current school year. 
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Curriculum Contributions - items and activities that students use, or participate in, to access the standard 
Curriculum. 

Suggested 
Amount 

Year 4 classroom consumables, materials & equipment 

• English – class sets, literary texts ($75) 

• Mathematics – manipulatives, tools, numeracy picture books ($40) 

• Science – consumables for experiments ($20) 

• Inquiry learning/Humanities ($10) 

• Health and PE - sports equipment ($20) 

• Art – paint, drawing tools, creative materials ($23) 

• Music – class sets of instruments/music production apps ($7) 

• LOTE (Chinese) – paper, drawing materials ($5)  
 

$200 

Year 4 Online Subscriptions 

• Maths Online Subscriptions ($3) 

• Inquisitive – Science and Humanities ($9) 

• Cybersafety Project ($19) 

• Study Ladder ($3) 
 

$34 

Year 4 ICT Devices – provision of devices from the shared classroom sets 
 

$100 

Year 4 Printing and photocopying of worksheets and learning materials 
 

$15 

TOTAL Curriculum Contributions $349 

 

Other Contributions  Suggested 
Amount 

Learning Enhancement Contribution 
The School Council, Staff and School Community have high expectations of all the curriculum programs the 
school provides. To meet these expectations in 2026 our school continues to rely on parent contributions.  
This contribution will maintain the quality of essential programs that enrich and extend learning outcomes 
for all students, whilst helping to support lower average class sizes across the school.  
During 2026 the contributions will be used for materials, resources and services to support: 

• Literacy & Numeracy targeted resources, including extension and enrichment 

• STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) specialist programs & teachers 

• Urban Agriculture Program 

• Student Voice, Wellbeing & Leadership Initiatives 

• Sustainability Programs 

• Resources for lunchtime clubs 
 

$200 

Oval, Playgrounds and Grounds Contribution 
Our school community has worked hard to continually upgrade our grounds to ensure a safe and functional 
space that promotes physical and mental wellbeing. In 2026, this contribution will allow irrigation, mowing 
and application of nutrients as necessary to enhance and protect the oval investment and ensure it remains 
in outstanding condition as a treasured asset of the school for the benefit of all students.  
Any balance of funds will contribute to playground maintenance, upgraded landscaping or for targeted 
grounds/outdoor learning projects as decided by School Council in consultation with the wider school 
community.  
 

$150 

TOTAL Other Contributions $350 
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Tax-deductible contributions  Suggested Amount 

Building fund. A tax-deductible contribution to support renovations, upgrades, and maintenance of school 
infrastructure which falls outside of funding provided by the Department. This includes the cyclic 
replacement of heating, cooling, carpets, window furnishings and upgrades such as painting. 

$125 

Library fund. A tax-deductible contribution to support book purchases and other equipment that sustain the 
library as a valuable resource. 

$125 

TOTAL Tax-Deductible Contributions $250 

Educational items for students to own  

Information about the list of stationery items that the school recommends you purchase from Ka-Ka Kids, for your child to 
individually own and use, will be sent to all families via Compass. 
 
Extra-Curricular Items and Activities (including excursions, incursions, camps and swimming) 

Black Rock Primary School offers a range of items and activities that enhance or broaden the schooling experience of students and 
are above and beyond what the school provides in order to deliver the Curriculum. These are provided on a user-pays basis and 
will be charged via Compass throughout the year as the activity occurs.  

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities Amount 

School Yearbook - Every child is featured in the yearbook that is produced at the end of each school year. 
The school only purchases the exact number of books ordered. No reprints or late orders are available. 

$20 

Excursions/Incursions – held throughout the year with details/consent/payment communicated via 
Compass in advance of the event.  

TBA - PAYG 

Camps – Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 held throughout the year with details/consent/payment communicated via 
Compass in advance of the event. 

TBA - PAYG 

Swimming Lesson Program – The two-week Year 4 swimming program is held in Term Two with 
details/consent/payment communicated via Compass in advance of the event. 

TBA - PAYG 

Sporting Events Yr 4/5/6 – Swimming, Cross-Country and Athletics with details/consent/payment 
communicated via Compass in advance of the event. 

TBA - PAYG 

TOTAL Extra-curricular Items and Activities $20 

 

Financial Support for Families 
Black Rock Primary School understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and offers a range of support 
options, including: 

• DET Financial Assistance – Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card are eligible to apply for a one-off payment of $400 to contribute to 
Camps, Sports or Excursions in 2026.   Please see page 7 for further CSEF information. 

• State Schools Relief (uniform items)  -  visit https://stateschoolsrelief.org.au/ for details. 

• The school’s second-hand uniform shop.  
 

If you are experiencing difficulty in making the requested payments please contact our Parent Payment contact – Tanya Gundry 
by phone 9598 2293 or email black.rock.ps@education.vic.gov.au for a confidential discussion about alternative arrangements. 
 
Refunds 
Parent requests for refunds are subject to the discretion of the school and made on a case-by-case basis. Refunds will be provided 
where the school deems it is reasonable and fair to do so, taking into consideration whether a cost has been incurred, the 
Department’s Parent Payment Policy and Guidance, Financial Help for Families Policy and any other relevant information. Refunds 
will not be given for donations made to the Library and Building Fund due to tax implications.  

https://stateschoolsrelief.org.au/
mailto:black.rock.ps@education.vic.gov.au


 

6 
 

PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY  
ONE PAGE OVERVIEW 

 

FREE INSTRUCTION 

• Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free access to all items, 
activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil the standard curriculum requirements in 
Victorian Curriculum F-10, VCE and VCAL. 

• Schools may invite parents to make a financial contribution to support the school. 

 

 

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS 

Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories:  

Curriculum Contributions 

Voluntary financial contributions 
for curriculum items and 
activities which the school 
deems necessary for students to 
learn the Curriculum. 

Other  
Contributions 

Voluntary financial contributions 
for non-curriculum items and 
activities that relate to the 
school’s functions and 
objectives. 

Extra-Curricular Items and 
Activities 

Items and activities that 
enhance or broaden the 
schooling experience of students 
and are above and beyond what 
the school provides for free to 
deliver the Curriculum. These 
are provided on a user-pays 
basis. 

• Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use and own (e.g. 
textbooks, stationery, digital devices). 

 

 

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES 

• Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who cannot pay for items or 
activities so that their child doesn’t miss out. 

• Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can have a confidential 
discussion with regarding financial hardship arrangements. 

 

 

SCHOOL PROCESSES 

• Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment arrangements and publish all 
requests and communications for each year level on their school website for transparency. 
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

CSEF INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the 
classroom.  The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the 
opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities.  It is part of making 
Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a student’s 
background and their outcomes. 

 

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the 
great outdoors.  Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of 
how the world works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and 
leadership.  All are a part of a healthy curriculum. 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible 
families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting 
activities. 

 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a 
temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special 
consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee 
families.  The allowance is paid to the school to use towards 
expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for 
the benefit of your child. 

 

The annual CSEF amount per student is: 

• $400 for primary school students 

 

  

 

 

  

MORE INFORMATION 
For more information about CSEF visit: 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx 

 

HOW TO APPLY 
New applicants should contact the school office to obtain 
a CSEF application form or download from the website 
below.  

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last year, 
you do not need to complete an application form this 
year unless there has been a change in your family 
circumstances.  

You only need to complete an application form if any 
of the following changes have occurred: 

 

• new student enrolments; your child has 
started or changed schools this year. 

• changed family circumstances; such as a 
change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings 
commencing this year. 

 

Check with the school office if you are unsure. 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx

